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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE Dl:LLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Election of Delegates to the General Chapter
In his letter to the Congregation for Pentecost, the
Superior General, Fr. Pierre Haas, officially convoked the
General Chapter, to be held from 18 August to 18 September 1992 at ltalci, near Sao Paulo, Brazil. It is the first
time that a General Chapter of the Congregation will be
held outside of Europe. The Superior General and his
seven Assistants, as well as the General Secretary, are
members of the Chapter de Jure, and the Council has
decided that elected members this time will number 68,
making a total of 77 members with voting rights.

The following is the list of circumscriptions and the number
of delegates assigned to each (in the order and with the
names as given in the Congregation's Directory or Etat du
Personnef) . Provinces are in capital letters, Districts in roman
type, and other groups in italics.

General Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Algerie ........ . ...... . ..... .. . . .. .
Alto Jurua .......... ... . .... ... ... ..
Amazonia .......... .... .... ... .....
ANGOLA ............ ... .... ... ... . .
Australia/Papua New Guinea . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bagamoyo .. ... .... .. ..............
Bangui ..... ... ... . .. ...... .. . ... ..
BELGIQUE .. ... .... ... .... .... ... ..
BRASIL ..... ... . ... ... ....... .. ....
Brasil Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brasil Sudeste . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brasil Sudoeste . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Caba Verde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
CANADA ..... .. ........... ... ... .. .
Congo ........... ... . .... ... ... . ..
DEUTSCHLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
EAST AFRICA .. ..... .. .... , . .. ... .. .
ENGLAND ... ... .... .. .... .... ... . . .
ESPANA .......... ... ..... .. .. ... ...
Est Cameroun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ethiopia . ..... ·............ . . . .... . ..
Fondation de l'Afrique Centrale . . . . . . . . . . .
Fondation de /'Ocean Indian . . . . . . . . . . . .
FRANCE ... . . . .... . . ....... ... .. . . .
Gabon .... ... ... .. ...... . .. ... .. . .
Gambia .... . ... .......... . . . ..... . .
Ghana .......... . . . : ... . .. . ... ... .
Guadeloupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Guyane ... .. .. .......... . ... ..... . .
Ha'ili
...... . ... ... .... .. . . ... ... .
IRELAND .. . ... ... . . . .... . ... .......
Kenya . .. ... . ........ . . . .. .. . . .. ..
Kilimanjaro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kwara-Benue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Makurdi ... .. ... .. .. . ..... .. . ... ... ..
Malawi ... . . . .. .. ... ... . ... ... . ....
Martinique . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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The Jesuit institute, "Vila Kostka", at ltaici, near Sao Paulo,
Brazil, where the 1992 General Chapter will be held.
Mauritius . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mexico ......... . .. .... ... .... . . . ..
NEDERLAND .... .... .... ..... .... ...
NIGERIA .. . ... . ... . .... . . ... ... . ...
Pakistan .. . ... . .. . .. . ........ . ... . .
Paraguay .. ..... .... .... ... . .... ....
POLSKA .. .. ... .. .. .... . .. . .... . ...
PORTUGAL .. . .. .. , ... .. .... . . .... . .
Puerto Rico (Foundation) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Puerto Rico (District) . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Reunion ...... .. ......... . ..... .. . .
Saint-Pierre et Miquelon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Seminaire Franqais (Rome) . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Senegal ........ . . . ... . ... .... . ....
Sierra Leone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Southern Africa (Foundation) . . . . . . . . . . . .
Southern Africa (District) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SUISSE ....... .... ... ..... .........
TRANS-CANADA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
TRINIDAD ..... .... . . . .... .... ..... .
USNEAST ..... .... .. .. .. .. ... .... ..
USA/Irish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
USA/WEST ... .. ...... . . .. ... . .. . .. .
West African Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Yaounde ............. .... .... ... .. .
Za'ire (District) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Zaire (Foundation) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Zambia (two groups) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Zimbabwe .... ... ..... ... ...........
General Council and General Secretary
Total
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· In the allotting of delegates, the Council was guided first of
all by the wish of the 1986 General Chapter that the number
of delegates should not be increased and that the expenses

of the Chapter should be kept down. It also took into
consideration the wish of the 1989 Enlarged General Council
at Arusha that the allotting of delegates should be somewhat
weighted in favour of the Southern Hemisphere, which has
most of the younger members of the Congregation. An initial
draft was sent out to all superiors of circumscriptions in June
1990, and the final list took their comments into account in so
far as was possible.
It was decided that circumscriptions with fewer than 15
members would not be entitled to their own delegate, but
exceptions to this rule were made in favour of Ethiopia, the
Indian Ocean Foundation, Haiti, .Mexico, Pakistan, Paraguay
and the Puerto Rican Foundation.

1974

1980

1986

1992

4204
Total members:
Delegates
67
(excl. Gen. CounciQ:
Circumscriptions with at
48
least one representative:
Ratio of delegates
per members:
1/63

3764

3563

3351

63

68

68

49

53

56

1/60

1/52

1/49

For circumscriptions with more than one delegate, the
following are the ratios of delegates per members for the
recent Chapters:

It should be noted that members of circumscriptions that
have not been assigned a delegate do have a vote, but they
vote with their circumscription of origin (e.g. Brasil Sudeste
with Portugal and Malawi with Ireland). The regulations for
voting are to be found in the Spiritan Rule of Life. The names
of the elected delegates are to be sent to the Generalate by
31 December 1991.

France
Ireland
Holland
Portugal
Angola
East Africa
Nigeria

The following comparative figures concerning delegates for
the recent Chapters may be of some interest:

1980

1986

1992

1/94
1/115
1/75
1/93

1m
1/73
1/74
1/80

1/115
1/101
1/99
1/76

1/80
1/52
1/73

1/41
1/33
1/52

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
- on 20 March, confirmed the election of Fr. Hubert FAGAN
as District Superior of the Gambia for a three-year term
beginning on 15 June;
- on 20 March, appointed Fr. Dominique BONNET District
Superior of Gabon for a second three-year term, beginning
on 1 June;
- on 17 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Joseph BURGRAFF as Provincial Superior of Belgium for a three-year
term beginning on 1 August;
- on 17 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Roderick CURRAN as District Superior of Sierra Leone for a second threeyear term, as from 16 March 1991 ;
- on 8 May, appointed Fr. Louis VERCHERE (France) as

Assistant General Secretary for a three-year term, beginning
on 1 September;

- on 10 May, prolonged the term of office of Fr. Jose
FAGUNDES PIRES as District Superior of Cape Verde from
1 July to 31 December, and appointed Fr. Adelia CUNHA
FONTE as District Superior of Cape Verde for a three-year
term beginning on 1 January 1991 ;
- on 10 May, appointed Fr. Vincent OTOOLE as Provincial
Superior of England for a second three-year term, beginning
on 1 September;
- on 27 May, made the following first appointments: Fr.
Daniel Leo WALSH (USA/W) to Amazonia, Brazil; and Fr.
Michael COMERFORD (Ireland) to Angola;
- on 29 May, confirmed the election of Fr. Theophane REY
as District Superior of Reunion for a second three-year term,
beginning on 1 June;
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- on 3 June, confirmed the election of the Provincial Team
of the Province of Holland: Frs. Jacobus GORDIJN (Provincial), Frans WIJNEN, Otto van den BRINK and Frans TIMMERMANS, for a three-year term beginning on 3 June.

Angola
On 31 May, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos of Angola
and the UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi signed a peace accord
in Lisbon that ended nearly 16 years of civil war. It came at
the end of a year's difficult negotiations, mediated by the
Portuguese government and in particular by its representative, Mr. Jose Manuel Durao Barroso. Several previous
attempts at reconciliation had failed (notably one in Za'ire in
June 1989), but this one looks as if it will hold, especially as
both the United States and the Soviet Union joined the talks
as observers in September last year. It was largely the
involvement of the Soviet Union and Cuban troops on the
government (MPLA) side and that of the United States and
South Africa on the UNITA side that kept the war going for so
long. A ceasefire was initialled on 1st May and took effect on
15 May. In accordance with a previous agreement, the last
of some 50,000 Cuban soldiers involved in the conflict left
Angola on 25 May. Elections are scheduled for Sept-Nov.
1992, to be monitored by the United Nations.
The war had been waged ever since Portugal granted
Angola its independence on 11 November 1975. It has been
an enormously costly war, ruining the economy of one of the
potentially richest countries of Africa and causing 350,000
deaths, the mutilation of some 70,000 persons and an exodus
of some 400,000 refugees, with a further 2,000,000 displaced
persons within Angola itself. Church personnel have also
paid a heavy price: 21 foreign missionaries and 19 Angolans
killed (priests, brothers, sisters and major seminarians), with
43 foreign missionaries and 25 Angolans kidnapped and
temporarily imprisoned. Six of the missionaries killed were
Spiritans: Frs. Martinus Thijssen, Adelia Ribeiro Lopes, Jose
da Silva Pereira, Jean-Etienne Wozniak, Nicolaas Ligthart and
Br. Afonso Rodrigues. Others suffered serious injuries,

including Frs. Abflio Ribas (now Bishop of Sao Tome), Jose
de Castro Oliveira (now Provincial of Portugal), Antonius van
Horrik, Agostinho Loureiro and Ant6nio Catangambo.
The end of the war comes in an appropriate year, in which
the Church in Angola is celebrating the 500th anniversary of
the coming of the first missionaries. It was on 29 March 1491
that the first Portuguese missionaries arrived at Soyo, at tHe
invitation of the King of the Congo, and the first baptisms in
Angola took place later that year. In November 1990, the
Bishops of Angola published a pastoral message for the
Jubilee Year, asking that it should be above all a year of
reconciliation in the country.
As part of the events to mark the Jubilee, there was a
national pilgrimage to Soya on 6-7 April and another to
Portugal in May. The delegation to Portugal, led by Cardinal
do Nascimento, comprised all 18 Angolan bishops, 15
priests, 15 sisters, 15 laymen and 15 laywomen. They
expressed their thanks to the Portuguese Church for the
many missionaries who had worked in Angola, prayed at the
tombs of some of the former bishops of Angolan dioceses,
and made a pilgrimage to Fatima, which coincided with the
Pope's pilgrimage to Fatima on 13 May, the tenth anniversary
of the attempt on his life by Ali Agca in St. Peter's Square.
Now that the Angolan war
seems to be over, we can pay
tribute to the difficult work that
Fr. Bernardo Bongo has been
doing for the past eight years in
the part of the country occupied
by UNITA. When the Spiritan
Province of Angola was erected
on 29 June 1977, Fr. Bongo was
named as its first Provincial. At
the end of his second term as
Provincial in 1983, he decided
Fr. Bernardo Bongo
that he would go behind the
UNITA lines to organize pastoral
care for the Catholics of the area, many of whom had been
kidnapped by the guerrillas. This was no easy task and
entailed great privations. He was joined in the work by eight
priests (two of them foreign) and six sisters (three of them
foreign), who had themselves been kidnapped. Between
them they organized and cared for six large community
centres and trained catechists and lay leaders. These
communities should now be able to return to their old homes
and take up their normal life again.

Justice and Peace
Since 1 March 1987 there has been a Justice and Peace
office at the Generalate, with Fr. Bill Headley, a former
Provincial of USA East; in charge. For the first three years he
was also in charge of Planning and Research, but he was
then relieved of this charge to devote himself fully to J&P
activities. A lot has already been achieved through contacts
with J&P coordinators in the circumscriptions and in various
initiatives, though these have not always received adequate
coverage in Spiritan News. A fairly recent event that was not
covered, for lack of space at the time, was the third annual
meeting of the European J&P coordinators, from 22-26
October 1990, at Speyer, Germany. The meeting studied
especially the question of refugees, and what Spiritans in
Europe were doing and could be doing for them. Also taking
part in the meeting was Fr. Frans Thoolen, SMA, executive
secretary of AFJN/E (the Africa Faith and Justice Network/Europe), of which Fr. Headley Is president.
For 1991, Fr. Headley decided that he would try to

increase direct contacts with Spiritan circumscriptions in
Africa, especially with the young Provinces and Foundations,
and began by spending the month of April in Mauritius,
Reunion and Madagascar (and the Indian Ocean Foundation). In the autumn there are plans for a visit to West and
Central Africa, and early next year to East Africa. In the
Indian Ocean, he took part in the District Chapters of Mauritius and Reunion and spent ten days in Madagascar, visiting
various Spiritan J&P initiatives in the three countries, addressing different groups and engaging in discussions with both
Spiritans and local Church personnel on J&P issues and
what more could be done to address them.

Black Apostolate in the United States
In the articles being written about next year's 500th
anniversary of Columbus's first voyage to America, it is good
to see the amount of attention paid, not only to the ill treatment of the Amerindians by the "conquistadores•, but also to
the iniquitous slave trade, in which more than 11 million
Africans were transported to North and South America and
the Caribbean to work as slaves on the plantations. It was
concern for these Africans in America as well as for those in
Africa that prompted Libermann to found a congregation with
the evangelization of the Black race as one of its priorities.
One of Fr. Libermann's earliest collaborators was Eugene
Tisserant, whose mother was Haitian and who was sent to
Haiti as Prefect Apostolic in 1843. In Haiti, the slaves had
risen in revolt under Toussaint Louverture and had won their
independence from France in 1804, but in the southern
United States slavery was not abolished until 1863, during the
Civil War.
As early as 1844 Fr. Libermann had wanted to send
missionaries to work among the Africans in the United States,
but it was not until 1872 that German Spiritans, expelled from
their country by Bismarck's Kulturkampf, were sent to the
States. A Vice-Province was set up two years later, under Fr.
Joseph Strub, and, apart from working among German immigrants and setting up a school in Pittsburgh that was to
develop into Duquesne University, the Spiritans began to turn
their attention quite early to the Black apostolate, in Pittsburgh, in Arkansas and in educational work for Blacks in
Philadelphia and Virginia.
Slavery in the southern States had left a legacy of segregation there that was not to be overturned until the Civil Rights
movement, headed by Martin Luther King, in the 19505 and
60s. This segregation was to be seen also in separate
parishes for Blacks, and from 1911 Spiritans began to
undertake responsibility for such parishes. By 1925 they
were running about 20 of them, and by 1956 they were
responsible for 47 Black parishes in nine states, as well as for
St. Emma's Military Academy, a secondary school for Blacks
who wished to take up a military career.
Although the battle against segregation was ·won, and
whites and blacks worship in each others' churches, there are
still many parishes that are run as .Black parishes, so that
African-Americans may have a greater sense of belonging
and be able to worship in a liturgy in which they can express
themselves. Today .there are 1,100 Black parishes in the
States, and · 13 bishops, 300 priests and 800 sisters are
African-American. Catholics remain, however, a minority
among American Blacks, most of whom belong rather to
evangelical Churches.
With dwindling numbers in the two U.S. Spiritan Provinces
today, the USA West Province has recently appealed for help
from the young East African Province. At Easter this year,
Frs. Albert McKnight and Joseph Gaglione went to Tanzania
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to put the case for the Black apostolate in the States, and, at
the end of June, two priests from the East African Province,
Frs. Gabriel Kitira and Alphonse Kimathy, will go to the States
for this apostolate. In return, USA West has promised to help
the Province with its formation program. It is expected that
this cooperation will continue and develop.
One of the two emissaries, Fr.
Albert McKnight, . is himself an
African-American and has for a
long time been in the forefront of
the Civil Rights movement. Born
in Brooklyn in 1927, he was the
third Black to join the Spiritans in
the United States and, after his
ordination in 1952, he was appointed to parish work in the
southern States. In 1960 he did
a course on credit unions at
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and
since then he has devoted a lot
Fr. Albert McKnight
of his time to promoting credit
unions and cooperatives for Blacks, founding the Southern
Consumers' Cooperative in 1964 and the Southern Cooperative Development Fund in 1969. These are still functioning,
with the Development Fund grouping 65 cooperatives today.
In 1982, Fr. McKnight was made pastor of Holy Ghost
parish, Opelousas, the largest Black parish in the country. It
was here that, in March 1988, he was sentenced to four days
in jail for his part in leading picketers in a dispute with the
locat school board over Black rights. Since then he has been
devoting himself full-time to the organization of a new
nationwide movement named B.U.S.T. (Black Unity and
Spiritual Togetherness), which he founded in September
1987. It already has 70 Chapters in 10 States, with a total of
some 1,000 members, and is growing rapidly. Its ai.ms are
both spiritual and social, with the stress on Blacks helping
each other to grow spiritually and culturally as well as
economically. Each member pledges to save at least five
dollars a month, to invest in a central fund for the building up
of Black economic strength and solidarity. Though "AfricanAmerican male unemployment is now 50"/4", the program
points out that ''the income of Black Americans is more than
200 billion dollars per year. Black Americans are eleventh
nation of the world in terms of gross national income." It is
one of the purposes of B.U.S.T. to help African-Americans
realize that, by pulling together, they can build on that
economic base to further their common cause.

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
06 Oct.

: Fr. Louis LE CHEVALIER (Reunion).

65 Years of Profession:
08 Sept.

09 Sept.
01 Nov.

: BishopJoaquim DE LANGE (Holland), Frs. Henri
BERTHAUD, Fran9ois CADREN, Alphonse
CESBRON, Christian EON, Alphonse GEMMERLE, Georges MULLER (France), Henry J.
SMITH (USA/W), Johannes VERSTAPPEN
(Holland) and Mauritz VERSTRAETE (Belgium).
: Fr. Edward LAWLESS (Ireland).
Fr. Eugene GINDER (France).

65 Years of Priesthood:
28 Oct.

: Fr. Joseph ROY (Canada) .

60 Years of Profession:
Frs. Maurice CURTIN, Michael GROGAN, John
RYAN (Ireland) and Niall MACAULEY (Kenya).
Fr. Jean-Marie DELCOURT (France).
Archbishop Michel BERNARD, Bishop Jean
DAVID (France), Bishop Auguste DELISLE
(Canada), Frs. Jean BARASSIN, Gerard BOCQUILLON, Jean-Marie DESMARQUEST, Emmanuel JEZO, Joseph KIENNER, Jean LACROIX,
Rene LAMAZE, Raymond NICOUD, Medard
OFFTINGER, Jean-Baptiste SCHOEFFEL
(France) , Petrus de BOER, Antonius VERHOEVEN (Holland), John BANKS, Joseph HARRISON (England), Jean BELLOC (Martinique),
Joseph HOCKAY (Belgium), Maurice LE MAILLOUX (BanguQ, Antonio MASSE (Canada) and
Br. Torcato Barreto COELHO (PortugaQ.
Br. Felix ABIVEN (France).
Fr. Albert ROUSSEL (Congo).
Fr. James TAYLOR (England).
Fr. Charles BERCLAZ (Switzerland).
Fr. Gerard DUIGNAN (Ireland).
Brs. Liborius HOEKSTRA and Henricus van
LEEUWEN (Holland).

05 Sept.
06 Sept.

08 Sept.

09 Sept.

18 Sept.

20 Sept.
30 Sept.
09 Oct.
17 Nov.

60 Years of Priesthood:
Frs. Fran9ois CADREN, Eugene GINDER,
Georges MULLER (France), Manuel Ant6nio
MEIRA (Angola) and Henry J. SMITH (USA/W).

04 Oct.

50 Years of Profession:

08 Sept.

Brs. Cornelis van FESSEM and Sebastianus
HMRLEM (Holland).
Br. Jean-Marie ALLIOT (Guadeloupe).
Br. Oliver DOWLING (Ireland).

09 Sept.
08 Nov.

50 Years of Priesthood:
Frs. Avelino Pereira COSTA and Jose Sequeira
RIBEIRO (Portugal) .
Fr. Harold HEARD (England).

28 Sept.
01 Nov.

25 Years a Bishop:

02 Oct.

: Bishop Heinrich RUTH (Alto JuruA).

Our Dead
30 March : Fr. Charles BARBIER (France), 87.
01 April
04 April
07 April
14 April
14 April
20 April
29 April
29 April
02 May
16 May
16 May
16 May
17 May
29 May
31 May
03 June
04 June
06 June
08 June

Br. Georg FLOTH (Germany) ; 69.
Br. Mansuetus BROODBAKKER (Holland), 78.
Fr. George A. HARCAR (USA/W), 79.
.
Fr. Martinus van de MORTEL (Holland), 64.
Br. Marcellin STRIEBEL (France), 79.
Fr. Pierre SCHAEFFER (France), 84.
Fr. Joseph CARTER (Irish/San Francisco), 80.
Fr. Leonard BUSHINSKI (USA/E), 71 .
Fr. Andres GRACIA Y GRACIA (Spain), 37.
Fr. Jean-Marie DEBLOCK (France), 81 .
Fr. Albert RIEHL (France), 88.
Fr. Francis J. SMITH (USA/W), 90.
Fr. Stephan WANSART (Belgium), 67.
Fr. Raoul HOARAU (Reunion), 81 .
Fr. Declan DORR (WAF/Ghana), 58.
Fr. Christopher O'NEILL (Ireland), 81.
Fr. Anton KURZE (Germany), 80.
Fr. Louis BROECKX (Belgium), 66.
Fr. Michel STEPHAN (France), 69.
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